
Copyright © NAPO 2015. All rights reserved. 

 

          The Washington       

                  Report 
 

   The Newsletter of the National Association of Police Organizations 
         Representing America’s Finest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 6, 2015                                  

  
NAPO Meetings on Capitol Hill:  James Zadroga 9/11 Health and 

Compensation Reauthorization Act  

 
Last week, NAPO joined fellow stakeholders in meetings with staffers for key members of the House Judiciary 

Committee to discuss the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Reauthorization Act.  NAPO attended 

meetings with staffers for the following Judiciary Committee members:  Representatives Louis Gohmert (R-TX), 

Doug Collins (R-GA),  Blake Farenthold (R-TX), Steve King (R-IA), Darrell Issa (R-CA), Lamar Smith (R-TX), 

Jason Chaffetz (R-UT), Ron DeSantis (R-FL), and David Trott (R-MI).   

 

The Zadroga bill’s two critical programs providing medical treatment and compensation for 9/11 heroes – the World 

Trade Center Health Program and the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund – are set to expire in October 2015 

and October 2016 respectively. This legislation would permanently reauthorize these programs.  

 

9/11 responders and survivors are still battling serious health crises resulting from exposure to the toxins at Ground 

Zero. More than 30,000 9/11 responders and survivors have an illness or injury caused by the attacks or their aftermath, 

and over two-thirds of those have more than one illness. Many are disabled and can no longer work. They are suffering 

from a host of chronic diseases: asthma, obstructive pulmonary disease and gastroesophageal reflux disease, and many 

more. 

 

Medical research has identified more than 60 types of cancer caused by 9/11 toxins. More than 2,900 people have been 

diagnosed with cancers caused or made worse by the aftermath of the attacks - more than 800 New York Fire 

Department members and more than 550 New York Police Department personnel are struggling with serious 9/11-

related illnesses, not including the more than 70 firefighters and 60 NYPD officers who have died from their 9/11-

related illnesses.  

 

Responders came from all over the country to aid in the response to the attacks. And some area residents, workers, and 

survivors have since moved and are currently receiving care in cities and states across the country. Participants enrolled 

in the World Trade Center Health Program for treatment currently reside in all 50 states and in 429 of the 435 

Congressional districts in the country.  

 

These heroes put their lives on the line to serve us, and must be afforded every resource available as they cope with 

chronic health conditions caused by exposure to toxic chemicals at the World Trade Center. 

 

This legislation also honors those who made the ultimate sacrifice to protect our nation.  James Zadroga, a New York 

City Police Department Detective and member of NAPO, died of respiratory disease caused by his exposure to toxic 
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chemicals at Ground Zero.  It is our obligation and duty to remember these heroes and ensure that survivors who risked 

their lives to protect us continue to receive the treatment and compensation that they deserve.  

 

The staffers were very receptive during our briefings.  NAPO will continue to work with fellow stakeholders to garner 

support for the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Compensation Reauthorization Act.   

 

We will keep our members updated on the status of this legislation.  If you have any questions about this legislation, 

please contact Bill Johnson at: bjohnson@napo.org. 

 

NAPO in the News 

 
Last week, NAPO’s Executive Director, Bill Johnson, was quoted in a U.S. News and World Report article on a state 

trooper who shot an unarmed prison escapee as the killer ran toward a forest near the Canadian border.  In a debate 

over the trooper’s use of force, Johnson explained:  "But these prisoners, they've gone through the justice 

system…Because they were convicted, they're not presumed to be an innocent citizen walking down the street.” 

 

The full article is available at the following site: http://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2015/06/29/trooper-had-the-

law-on-his-side-when-he-shot-unarmed-escapee.  

 

NAPO will continue to ensure our members’ voices are heard loud and clear on the Hill, with the 

Administration, and in the media.  If you have any questions about the publication cited above, please contact 

Bill Johnson at:  bjohnson@napo.org.  

 

 NAPO’s Legislative Positions Update 

 
NAPO’s updated “Legislative Positions” document, which provides details on the major pieces of legislation NAPO is 

working, can be viewed at the following site:  

http://www.napo.org/files/6314/3584/6788/Legislative_Positions_Update_-_July_2015.pdf.  (The table denotes all 

status updated in red font).   

 

Also, the updated “Sponsor/Cosponsor” spreadsheet is available at the following site: http://www.napo.org/washington-

report/sponsor-cosponsor-spreadsheet/.  Use this spreadsheet to identify if your Member of Congress is sponsoring or 

cosponsoring the pieces of legislation NAPO is currently working. 

 

If you have any questions about any of the legislation listed in these documents, please contact Bill Johnson at:  

bjohnson@napo.org.  

 

DHS Blue Campaign Expands Public Awareness Effort to Fight 

Human Trafficking 
 

On July 2, 2015, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced the expansion of the DHS Blue Campaign’s 

public awareness efforts to major airports, truck stops, and motorist gas stations across the country to better enable 

Americans to recognize and report potential instances of human trafficking.  Travelers will now see Blue Campaign 

messages in new locations throughout their journey. For the first time, these messages will describe the signs of human 

trafficking to help the general public more readily recognize and report this heinous crime. 
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The Blue Campaign is the Department’s unified effort to combat human trafficking. Working in collaboration with law 

enforcement, government, non-governmental and private organizations, the DHS Blue Campaign strives to protect the 

basic right of freedom and to bring those who exploit human lives to justice.  

 

Thirteen major airports are displaying DHS Blue Campaign awareness messages on video monitors.  Passengers can 

also expect to see the messages on airport shopping bags in 10 major airports. Additionally, DHS Blue Campaign 

awareness messages will appear at more than 300 truck stop gas stations and 50 motorist gas stations, shining a light on 

instances of human trafficking that may occur along the interstate highway system. 

 

For more information, visit: www.dhs.gov/bluecampaign. 

 

 

Please monitor NAPO’s website, www.napo.org, and Facebook page: National Association of Police 

Organizations, and follow us on Twitter at NAPOpolice for breaking news and updates. 

 

 

 

NNAAPPOO  WWiisshheess  ttoo  TThhaannkk  
  

TThhee  22001155  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  Exhibitors  

& Sponsors 
 

Aflac ~ Associated Consulting Group 
Supplemental Insurance 

 

American Addiction Centers 
Treatment Centers for Substance Abuse 

 

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms & Explosives  
ATF: At the Frontline Against Violent Crime 

 

California Casualty 
 Auto & Home Insurance Products 

 

Coalition Against Bigger Trucks 
Protecting Our Public and Our Police Officers 

 

Concerns of Police Survivors 
Grief Support and Materials for Families of Law Enforcement 

 

COPS Office- U.S. Department of Justice 
Guides and Publications for Law Enforcement 

 

Destination Hope 
First Responders Comprehensive Addiction and Wellness Services 

 

http://www.dhs.gov/bluecampaign
http://www.napo.org/
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GammaTech Computer Corporation 
Rugged Mobile Computer Manufacturer 

 

Freedom Mortgage 
Mortgage Bankers/National Law Enforcement Home Loan Program 

 

Glass Impressions 
Awards & Recognition Pieces for Law Enforcement 

 

Haix North America, Inc. 
Law Enforcement Footwear 

 

International Conference of Police Chaplains 
Serving Law Enforcement Chaplains through Dynamic Education and Support 

 

KCI Publications 
Celebrating Cops With Monthly Publications That Promote Their Accomplishments 

 

Lincoln Financial Group 
Government Retirement Plans 

 

MassMutual Financial Group 
                       Retirement Plans 

 

Mercer University ~ Penfield College 
Graduate Programs for Those Seeking Advancement Into Leadership Roles 

 

Nationwide Retirement Solutions 
Public Sector Retirement Plans 

 

The American Red Cross 
Proud Partner of NAPO to Increase Blood Collections 

 

Training Info Central, Inc. 
Free Training Management and Concierge Services 

 

Resumes by Joe 
Law Enforcement Resume Writing Service 

 

Ullico Casualty Group  

Solutions for the Union Workplace~ Specializing in Insurance and Investments 

 
VirTra Systems 

Force Training Simulators 
 

 

 

 


